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THE COLORED FAMILIES OF SUMMIT TOWNSHIP

TAKEN FROM: HEART & HERITAGE

By: DeVere Blomberg

Many years ago about four miles west of Falun on land which is now part of the Smoky Hill
Weapons Range lived a settlement of colored families (the term used then instead of Negro or
black). These families played an important and interesting role in the history of the Falun
Community and it is only appropriate that we acknowledge their contributions by recounting
their involvement as best we can.

Mr. Thomas C. Price arrived in Kansas around the year L879. His two cousins, brothers Ben
and John Willis Price, arrived from Kentucky in 1879 also. Their party included their wives and
one sister. The 1885 census of summit Township lists the Joseph Clark family from Missouri
and the Henry Green family from Kentucky. James Hurston and his family and William "Mitch"
Calloway also lived in the area.

Why did this group of people come to Kansas and why did they settle in this particular place?
The foremost reason was slavery. According to David Price, "The War was over but the owners
didn't feel that way."

Perhaps chances were better for a new way of life in the new states. Good land could be
bought in Kansas for as little as three to five dollars an acre while in Kentucky it might cost as
much as fifty to one hundred dollars an acre. The black people were advised not to go into the
towns where they had to compete with the white people, but to go into the country where
their wives and children need not be servants. lt was believed better to stay in the south than
to stay in towns.

"One of thecolored ladies, Mrs. Price,who lived north of town, died atthe ate of :-:.2
years." This item appeared in the Morquette Tribune on March 31, 1898. A former slave, she
didn't know how old she was but from events she iemembered it was calculated she was 110 to
1L2 years of age at her death. According to these statistics, she would have been 93 years old
when she made the journey westward to Kansas. The trip would be hard on anyone but she
must have felt a strong desire to reach "free land." This Mrs. Price must have been the mother
of either Tom Price or Ben and John Willis Price.

The land in most of summit Township is rocky and hilly and was used almost exclusively for
pasture land. The Negro families lived on approximately three sections of the township. The
otherthirty-three sections were owned bywhite people living in and around Falun. This is
wheretheyfoundmostoftheirwork. BenPriceandhissonskeptpasturelandforSwan
Anderson and they also harvested wheat for the Peter Soderberg, P.L. Nelson, and Fred
Peterson families and others. It is interesting to note that many of the Negroes learned to
speak the Swedish language from their neighbors and employers.

To read the full article, read: Heart & Heritaqe, pgs. 15, L6, t7



Postal Facilities in Saline County

ln the late 1850's and early 50's, the closest post office to this area was at Fort
Riley, a distance of about fifty miles. Most of the mail, however, came from
Lawrence and for the most part depended upon those going east with loads of
buffalo skins and robes and those returning westward with goods and supplies to
convey the letters and papers.

On December 2, L86L, a special post office was established at Salina, to be
supplied from Solomon city, fourteen miles to the east, no arrangements having
been made to carry the mail farther west than the Sixth Principal Meridian.

The following year (1862) by an extension of the mail route, postal facilities
were secured and A. M. Campbell became Post Master. ln L884, there were
eighteen post offices in the county. The following list gives the townships in
which they were located and the post master in charge (first appointee in
parenthesis):

Assaria Smoky View Twp.
Bavaria Ohio Twp.
Berwick Walnut Twp.
Bridge Eureka Twp.
Bridgeport Smoky View Twp.
Brookville Spring Creek Twp.
Crown Point-Elm Creek Twp.
Dry Creek Falun Twp.
Falun Falun Twp.
Gypsum Creek-Gypsu m Twp.
Mentor Walnut Twp.
Mulberry Glendale Twp.
New Cambria-Cambria Twp.
PIiny Gypsum Twp.
Poheta Solomon Twp.
Salemsburg Smolan Twp.
Salina County Seat
Torry Eureka Twp.

E. E. Swanson
O. Hubbard
T. C. Ritter
H. C. Grider
Geo. Ensley

L. C. Warner
H. W. Page

F. N. Macomber
Eric Forsse

Fred Sorenson
J. F. Bacon

W. Chillson
S. P. Donmyer
A. B. Chapman
J. H. Payne

A. W. Kjellman
A. M. Campbell
A. C. Wait

(Donald McPhail)
(John Geissler)
(Thomas C. Ritter)
(Mary J. Kingman)
(Jacob C. Lamer)
(James P. Hogan)

John L. Showalter)
(Nath'l Macomber)
(Eric Forsse)
(Joseph T. Tolle)
(Thomas G. Condell)
(Ezekiel W. Srnith)
(Simon P. Donmyer)
(George C. Prescott)
(Craig F. Ramsey)
(John P. Charleston)
(Alexander M. Campbell)
(Alfred C. Wait)



Other post offices which existed at one'time in Saline County and their first
appointee are as follows:

Appin
Black Warrior
Broadview
Chico
Digby
Gypsum
Hebron
Honek
lron Mound
Kipp
Lesterville
Marietta

Alexander McPhail
Highland Fairchild
William H. Amos
Henry C. Grider
Frederick Sorenson
Marion F. Heck

Fred W. Crowell
Ernest Hohneck
Henry A. Orns

James C. Elliott
Charles L. Dyer
Benjamin F. Elston

Edgar M. Hudson
Merton E. Quincy
Joseph M. Anderson
Alexander McPhail
Fred H. Viering
Charles Wood Davis

Marydel
Nasby
Oasis

Oban

Prescott
Sabra

Saline Valley Elisha Darbe
Shipton Silas Buck
Smolan Carl P. Mattson
Strickler T. H. Strickler
Trenton John A. Banker
Wonderly Leander Mapes
York Silas Buck

The above was taken from Heart & Heritaqe by DeVere Blomberg, Oct. 1987 (The
story of Falun, KS.

Postcard donated by Dickinson County Historical Society



Camp Phillips Family Location Project

On June 4,1942, the Army Engineers released a map showing they were going
to condemn approximately 45,000 acres of Saline County farm land on which they
were going to build a "Triangular Division" training area. This action caused 107
farm families to hurriedly leave their homes and over 300 people had to sell their
land at government prices.

Many farmers had to sell their chickens and cattle to produce buyers. Many of
the implements were given away because the people had to move out and could
find no place to go. The people had to move, because they lost their land and did
not get a fair price for their property. Pasture land was selling for $gO to $35 per
acre before the Army came, but the land owners only got522 per acre from the
government.

The list shows those families who were forced to relocate during the summer
and fall of 1942. Their former homes and farms became what we call "Camp
Phillips."

To read more about the Camp Phillips Family Location Project, read "Falun
History," SVGS #KS 100 t4 ,vol.13-1 (found in the Kansas Room).

No.
Ia
1b

'2
,3

4

I
6
7
8

Falun Township - Camp Phillips Family Location Project
SUMI'dER.AND FAI,L 1942

Neme of Femlly rnil Memlers
CARLSON, Walter & Helga ) Vanse
pAUER, Ted & LaYerne - LeRon Earl, Lois

Fred
FORSLUND, Ed & LilliE
FORSLUND, JohnA.
HOHHI{INES, Charles &Hattie - Rote4,

Marjorie, Ilarriet
KEILEY, John &Lillie - Charles
MALLON Fransis &Doris - Donna.
NEYWICK,'WilI.& Am - Hq5riet

. RICHARDS,.Jesse & Odessa - Madlyn,
Arnold; t ee, poris

SODERBERG, Emily - Arnold, Maxine
SODERBERG, Henry .

Reloceteilto,..
Farm near Parkerville, K:r,qas

Farm southeast of Smolan, Karsas

Smolan, Kansas

Smolan, Kalsas
Salina, Kansas
Farm north of Lindsborg, Kansas

galins, Kansas
Assaria, Kansas
Farm north of Assaria, Kansas

Secflon

I
18

Relocateilto. . .
McPherson, Kansas
Farm near Roxbur;ir, Ihnsas

Farm southeast of Fahrn, Kansas
Farm east of Falua (Carl Forslund)
Farm northeast of Marqugtte, Kansag

Fa:m nortleast of Fa1un, Kalsas
galina, Kansas
Fahm, Kansas
Ifutchinson, Kanilu

Palnn, Kansas

I
8

17

17
I
4
9

9

Smolan Township - Camp Phillips Family Location Project,. SIIMMM.AND FALLCI42
Nrm6 of tr'eolly mtl Memls:
BECK, Waldemar & Miu:rie - Qennis
B.ECK, Aurorl - Harolil
BRAX, Carl & Olivia - Arthur

GUSTAFSON, fohn & Effre - James, Audren
John Harris

' 'HALLENGREN, O. Willie &IItda
JOIINSON, A1got & Mary - Ruty
JOHNSON, Eldou &Elvera - Norman, Roger,

Ruth
JOHNSON, Simon & Olga
MAGNUSON, Charles &Hulda

. MAGNUSON, George & Myrtle - Lois

No.
1

2

3

.4
5
6

7
8

i

Scc6ou

19

7

18

7
18

18

,.7
18

18



Siltttmit ToWnShfprCampPhitliFstrramityLocationProject
SUMME;RAND EALt1942

Nrtne of FrElIt rnil Members

GILE, Harry & Buth - Edward, Mabel,
Yer1yn, Marlene

HUDSON, Woodrow & Clara - Bitly, Shirley
JOHNSO\ Davicl & Ilulda - Yerna Mae
JOHNSON, Luthpr &Nellie- '

' MEIROSE, George & Mary - Elaine, Co1een
OLSON, August & Esther - Herbert, Zada
OLSON, Floyd & Ida Mary - Thomas, Marilyn
OLSON,-Lester & Lou - Dana, Neil
PETERSON, Ben & Naomi - Naaman. PRICE,'David

'. RICFIARDS, Wesley & Clara
SJO, Frank & Esther - John, Rena, Francis
SNYDER, Frenk & Margaret - plifford, John
SNYDER, Jobn e Ghdys - E1liot, Raymond,

Jewel
' .sNrDER, Will
' SUNNY SIDE SCHOOLj District #65

STINNYSTDE SCHOOL, nisdiict *OZ
S{ILMETH, Ray &. Opal - Ray, Jr., Stanl6y,- Elwood

No.
1

2
J

4.
5
6
't
8

9
.10 

.

1.1'12.
13

74

Secflon

11

u
4

2,+.2

2
22
4

12,
?4,
4
3

?

2

-16
11

12

Relocrteilto...
Farm east of Falun

Farm one mile east (G.iegs)
gefi'ng, Kansas
Farm northeast of .Marguette
Abilene, Kansas
Farm northwest of Brookville
Farrn northwest of Bavaria
Brookville, Kansas
Brookville, Karsas
Farm southea.l o1 gaft.na
galina, Kansas
Farm east of Falun
Farm near Barnatd, Kalsas
Farm near Defuhos, Kansas 

.

Faim near Delphos, Kalsas

Grenola, Kansas

15

i6.. .

17.
18

No.
1

2
3

4a
4b

RICHARDS, Glenn & Betty - Arnold, Barbara, Farm uear Niles, Kansas

Relocrteil to . .. .

Farm south of Bavaria, Ka:rsas
Farm west of Bavaria, Kansas

'- Brookville, Karsas
Farin northeast of Brook_ville, Kansas
Farm near Piqua, Kansas

Farm north of Gypsum, Kl.sas
F.arm northeast of Assariar' Kansas
Fa:rr northwest of Marquette, Kans4s'
Farsr souttreast of Brookville, Kansas
Farnr near Agenda, Kansas

Brookville, Kansas
Brookville, Karsas
Falun, Kamas
Farm sbuthwest of Minneapolis, trG.
galin4, Kansas
Farin northwest of Carneiro, Kansas
Fdrm north of Gypsum, Kansas
Farm south of Falun, Kans4g

.Farm southeast of Minneapolis, Ks.

Farm near Westfall, Kansas
FArm near. Barnard, Kalsas
Broo}:ville, Kansas
Brookville, Kansas

5

6
7
I
9

t4
t4
22
34
25
24
36
34

33

26
28

10

11

t2
13
t4
15

16

17

18

19
20

21
22
23
u
25

South Spring Creek Township - Camp phitlips
Family Location. Projeet

SIIMMER,AND FALL 1942
Secdon Neme of Femlly rnil Members

23 CARLSON, Arnold & Sara - Jim
2,4 CARLSON, Eva - Harold Oberg'
23 CASZEWSKI, Albert & Kate
4 FOUARD, Eugene & Gladys - Rayrnond
26 HIIDSON, Asa & Marie - Lancey, DaIe,

Kenneth
36 JOHNSON, Edwin & kene
36 JOHNSON, Kenneth
34 JOHNSON, Leon & Lillian - Gary, Donalcl
12 JOIINSON, Merle &Maxine
13 JOHNSON, Ihomas & Julia - Beatrice, GaIe,

Brice, Lorraine
LINDQIIIST, Andrew & Hulda - Vernon
LINDQIIIST, Earnest & Maude - Harold. LINDQUIST, Emil

.NELSO}.I, Amos & Erma
NELSON, Nels & Christine - Edward, Aifred.
NELSON, Siinon
OLSON, CarI & Jiyce - Carlene, Janiss, f,sx

. OLSON, QSear & Elorence

' 
PETERSON, Gus &Carla- Kermit, Lois,

Germain
PLEASANT Emro scHool,, District #69

Thomas
16 ROOT, Ned & Tinie
25 SNIDER, George
16 WARTA, Frank & Mary - Margrette
16 MTTERS, George & Dela
33 ' SUNNY VALLEY SCHOOL, District #57

Sunnv Vailev



SIIMMER. AND FAIT 19{2

Secdon

I

32

31

t2
34
?A

32
30

11

33

12

13

28
12
12

23

No.
I

2
J

4
5
6

7
8

9

lo

17

18
19
20
2t

22
23
2t+

25
26

n
28
29
30
31
32
33
34
35

11

12
13a

13b
14
15

ie-

44
45
46.
47

.48
4e
50

13

7
34
12
t6
2L

?i
74
28

32
22
t4

.. 28
16.

;11
18

18

n
18
23
26
29

28
71

.33
7''

14

Nrme of FcmIIy rntl Members

ANDERSON, Emanuel &Naomi - Leo, Paul,
Dave, Ilene

ANDERSON, Marcus, Emma, Eddie '

BLOMQIIIST, Iferman & Irene - Eunice,
Oscar

BRA$(, Pete & Clara - Verna, Gene, MaryA::n
CARLSON, Herbin &Freda - Kendall
CARLSON, LeeRoy &Yivian - Robert, Joyce,

Bradley
DANIELSON, Edwin & Goldie - Emma Lee
DEARING, Roberi - Roger & Marcia
DREVETS, Clarence &Alice - Curtis, Stanley,

Margrite
ENGLUND, Arnold & Aileue - Arnold, Jr.,

Sta.nley, Marjorie
ENGLUND, Martin &Mabel - Eleanor,"Elaine
ENGLUND, Roy & Hilda - Vernon, Jean
ENGLUND SCI{OOL, District #50
ERICKSON, Heiman
HRANK, Burt & Nancy - LaVonne Flora (GM)
EROST, Luther & Ruby - Emory, Marilyn,

Merle, A1ice Norquist (siste$

diiicnn, Georie & I-ena - M#flyn, Larry,
Charles

GRAF, Alex & Elsie - Melba, Doran,'Joyce,
Charles

GRAVES, Lonza&Anna
HOLMQIIIST, Theo & Ida
JOHNSON, Albert & Anna - Leibert, Loren '

JOHNSON, Eben &Dgra - Howard, Lester,
Evans, AIva, Ruth

JOIINSON, Gotfred & Sophia - Leland
LARSON, George & Lois - Martha
LARSON, Merlin &Florence - David
LINDELL, Emil, Mabel (sister)
MARTINSON, 0.W. "Pat" & Eilen - DaIe,

Margie i

MARTINSON, Willie & Judith
McCORMICK, Roy &Melvina - George
NELSON, Amos, Mabel & Ellen (sisters)
NELSON, Clarence & Selma - Betty, Lola
NELSON, Clarence & Helen - Richard, Ba*i"
NELSON, George & Bertha
NELSON, George &Adelia - Rosella, Ella Mae
NELSON, Ivan, Emma (mother)
OLMR, Carl & Sekna

OLSON, Arthur Y. & Myrtle
OLSON, Gottfrecl & Crescentia
OLSON, Gust & Phena, Stella (sister)
PALMQUIST, Roy, Eben (brothers)
PAIILS SCHOOL, District #56

. SCHRADER,Anna
SCHRADER, George,& OIga

Relocrteilto...,
Farm south of Smolan, Kansas

Farm eas! of Assaria, Sansas
Farm southeast of As-Saria, Kansas

Farm south of Abilene, Kansas
Salina, Kansas
California

Salemsborg, Kansas
$alins. & Hedville, Kansas
galinj, Kansas

Farm west sf $alina, Kansas

Salinar Kansas
Farm.northeast of Smolan, Kansas
Became a churchin McPherson, IG.
Daughter's home SE of Faluu, Ks.
Salina, Kansas
Farm east of Salemsborg, Kansas

$alin3, Kansas

Salina, Kansas

Salina, Kansas
Smolan, Kansas
Farm northeast of Assaria, Kansas
Farm north of Smolan, Kansas

Farm south of Falqn, Kansas
Farm west side of Smolan, Kansas
$alinx, Kansas
Falun, Kansas
Lindsborg, Kansas

Farm east of Salemsborg, Kansas
Farm south of Bavaria, Kansas
Farm north of Assaria, Kansas
Farm northeast of Falun, Kansas
Farm near Carneiro, K4ns?s
Farm west of Marquette, K4nsas '
Farm south of Kipp, Kansas
Farm near Miller, Kansas
Sqlina. Kansas

Selinl, Kansas
Farm northeast of Falun, Kansas
Smolan, Kansas
Falun, Kansas

Farm east of Assaria, Kansas
Farm south ofBavaria, Kansas
Farm west of Bavaria,.Kansas.

Far-m near .C*r*iro, Kansas
Fanir south of Falirn,'Kansas
.Salina, Kansas
Falun, Kansas
Farm northwest of Solomon, Kansas

Sinolan- Kansas

. 36 22.

37 28
38 23
39 20.40 18
41' 8

42 B'.
438 _ SCI{WERDTFAGER, Herman & Mary -Geneva, Owal - l

STENMAN, Carl &.Edith'- Oscar
SWANSON, Malburn & Yictoria l- Qslaldins
SWEDLUND, Alfred & Lydia'
SWENSON, Andrew, Charlie (brother)
SWENSQN, Axel & MaQel - Veryl, Doris
WaSHTNGTON SCHOOL; Districr #42
YOCKERS, Bi'vin & Gladys



STOCKING STUFFERS

SVGS had fallen heir to copies of several Saline County, KS books that are no
longer being printed. Both books were written and compiled by the late Harry
Hughes and Helen Craig Dingler. The titles are:

From River Feruies To lnterch(tnges": A Brief History of Saline Co. KS

Picture Trails Past to Present: Pleasant Valtey Township

Either one or both of these books would make great Christmas stocking
stuffers! We are asking SS.OO for each book. Please stop by the library and pick
up your copies.

In the last issue of the Tree climber, we invited
rnembers to share some of their family photographs.
SVGS member, Theda Rose (Sharp) Richards of
Pottstown, PA sent several interesting photographs.
The photo of the women in the balloon was taken at
the county fair in lndependence, KS circa 1900.
One of the women is lda May Sharp and the other
is unknown. The photo of the tree men is Civil
War uniforms is a father and twin sons. Left
to Right: Francis Marion Rogers (1845-1930) (Twin),
father James Rogers (1815-1886), and George W.
Rogers (1845-after 1880) (Twin).

i



You lust Never Know Where You're Going To Find The Next Clue

I was recently searching the Harper County, Oklahoma probate records for any mention of
John.J. Hill, my great-great grandfather, who died in an accident on 20 January 1905.
Unfortunately for me, this is prior to Oklahoma becoming a state and Harper County did not
start keeping proba.te records until 1907. I checked several surrounding counties with the hope
that perhaps a record had been filed. Then, it hit me.....John J. Hill had a son, Fred, who died in
Harper Co[nty on 1 December 1907. I went back to look for Fred's record. The

familyseorch.org website does not have an index for the probate records, so it's a matter of
browsing thru the collection. Like any smart genealogist, I decided to start with "File #1."
lmagine my surprise while reading thru the probate file for a Charles Fred Keller, I find the
following:

1) Charles Fred'Keller's probate record is filed in the Harper County, OK court
2) From reading the file, I learn that he made his last will and testament on L2 Oct 1907

while a resident of Burford, Woodward County, OK. He states the names of his sons in
his will: Charles F., Philip J., Robert 8., William O.E., Daniel J., and Pauline Keller (heir to
Samue.l T. Keller, deceased)

3) The affidavit of death was made by a doctor in Ellsworth, Kansas

So, my friends, there is a record concerning an estate from two different states and three
different counties ! Either this guy really got around or there is more to his story. l'm including
snippets of a couple of pages just so that you don't think I've "lost it!"
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Dear Editor:

I would like to take a few lines to recognize the wonderful, fabulous, dedicated people we have
at the Smoky Valley Genealogy Society Library. We are very fortunate to have our great facility (rent
free and utility free) in which we are able to assist fellow genealogists searching for their family history.

The people we are so fortunate to have are:
Linda Taylor
jannette Jury
Sue Gray
Janet Flickinger
Mitzi Lewis

Marilyn Schleiger
Sue Harmon
Willard Johnson
Karlene Propst
Steve & Frances Howe
ValWilson
Pat Svaty

Mary Jane Mclntire
Susie Hatfield
Kathy McCullough
Jackie Schriver
Margaret Fritz

I would like to encourage the membership to take a minute the next time you see one of our
librarians to say thank you.

See you at the 1ibrary.............Nanc Scholl, Head Librarian

flou know You're a Genealogist if...

You knowyou're a genealogist if the top item on your Christnas list is a genealogy subscription!

You know you're a genealogist if your email contact list contains more distant cousins than immediate family.

You k:ow you're a genealogist ifyou've ever tried to inlpire the next generation by whispering in a newborn's ear, "Genealory is fun."

ifou know you're a genealogist if evaluate the surnames of acquainta:rces (a1ong with complete shangers) to see howthey might be related.

You know you're a genealogist if you know all the maiden names of all your female Aiends-and if you don't, you surreptitiously try to discover
them.

You know you're a genealogist ifyou secretly celebrate a forebear's birthday.

You know you're a genealogist if the highlight of your last trip was a cemetery visit.

From: The Searcher, Summer 2014


