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President's Message

Happy, Happy Spring!

I think I can speak for all of us when | say that I'm happy that Winter is over! Of course,
Spring brings with it lawns and flowerbeds to clean, leaves to rake, and flowers to plant. Let's
hope that we can squeeze in a few minutes a day for our favorite hobby....... genealogy!

[ want to thank all of the members for paying their dues! Each year, we lose a few members
due to folks moving, dying, or just generally losing interest. Our members keep our society
afloat. SVGS has been an organized group for 48 years! It's only due to the generosity of our
members in donating their time to work in the library, donating books or periodicals, and even
donating money that we can keep our doors open! Thank You!!!!

| wish that | had good news to tell you about our SVGS website. It's been almost 6 months
since Ancestry.com took all of the Rootsweb websites down. | send Ancestry an email every
month asking when they will bring back our (and many other societies across the US) website.
So far, | have no definitive answer. Putting up a new website would entail lots of work for
someone familiar with how websites are built and big bucks to pay for software and then fees
to host the website. So, Ancestry.com has the upper hand and continues to hold many
genealogy websites "hostage" until they decide when or if to bring them back online. I wish |
had better news.

We only have two more monthly meetings before we take our "summer vacation." At the
April meeting, we will watch one of the new Rootstech webinars about finding your Irish
ancestors in the Catholic church records. Our May meeting will bring us a program on
researching World War Il military records at the Eisenhower lerary in Abilene.

Again, Thank You for your support!

Mary Jane Mclintire,
Pres. SVGS



Some Salina Land Abstracts

Below, you will find an example of the wonderful database created by Linda Taylor and Kathy
McCullough. These two women spent hours and hours going thru the hundreds of land abstract files
that are part of the SVGS collection. The land abstract files came from the old C.W. Lynn Abstract
Company. The process to get to the point where we have a searchable index has taken years! First, the
files had to be sorted into the various city additions, then each file had to be looked at to find the
correct legal description. Finally, Linda and Kathy (with the help of our local Register of Deeds
Office) matched the legal description with the current street address. This was no easy task!

We do not have the land abstract for each city property. We only have the ones that were done by the
C.W. Lynn Abstract Company. The first column is the “Addition.” The second column is the “Street
Address.” The third column is the “legal description.” This is a valuable resource for those with Salina
ancestors! We hope to put the index online when we are able.

Below is an example of the index:
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The following was located in the Osborne County, Kansas

Leaves of Lineage

December 2016

Why the Sunflower State?

In a response to an inquiry why Kansas is called the

Sunflower State, a 1911 issue of the Kansas City Times
says:

Kansas is called the Sunflower State because of the
abundance of sunflowers. On September 2, 1880, Nobel
L. Prentis wrote to the Atchinson Championé “The capital
square is surrounded by a dense growth, rods in width, of
rampant sunflowers. They grown as big, rank and yellow
as if they were forty miles from a house. The sunflower
ought to be made the emblem of our state. Nothing checks
itorkills it. It is always ‘happy as a big sunflower’. Grass-
hoppets have never held the edge cn it, and in droughty
time when everything else wilts and throws up its hands,
the sunflower continues business at the old stand. It prob-
ably has some private arrangement with Nature for secur- .
ing ‘aid’.”

By a state law passed in 1903, “The Sunflower State”
was adopted as the nickname of Kansas. This was intro-
duced by G.P. Morchouse, a state senator.

New Book in the Smoky Hill Museum Store

Many people who have lived in Salina for a number of years will recognize the name "August
Bondi." If you kids played baseball in Salina, you'll remember "Bondi Field."

The Smoky Hill Museum Store has a new book, Firebrand, by Aaron Branhart, about the
man who played a large part in Salina's history. The book sells for $14.95 plus tax.

The following was written about Mr. Bondi and published in "A Standard History of Kansas
and Kansans," Vol. 1ll, 1919.

For anyone interested in Salina history, the new book Firebrand tells Mr. Bondi's story.
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AvucusT BoNDI was a splendid figure in the annals
of Kansas for fully half a century, and has been
fitly. described as soldier and patriot and one of the
immortal followers of.John Brown. .

_From the city of culture and of old world civiliza-
tion, Vienna, Austria, it is a far ery to the plains
of Kansas where were performed those deeds which
will ring down -through history. August Bondi was
born at Vienna July 21, 1833, g son of Hart Eman-
uel and Martha (Frankl) Bondi, who were also. na-
tives of Vienna. His father was a Jewish manufac-
turer of cotton goods. August Bondi was educated
at the Catholic College of the Order of Plarists. He
also had a private tutor. At the age of ten he was
admitted to an institution of normal grade, and in
1847 began the study of the English language. When
fourteen he became a member of the Academic League
and .fought under Kossuth during the Hungarian
war for liberty. He had just been admitted to the
University of Vienna, but his participation in the
war caused him to be exiled.

On September 6, 1848, he started for the United
States with his parents, and they landed at New
Orleans on the 10th of November. From there a boat
brought them up the Mississippi to St. Louis, where
he landed November 23.
employment as a typo in St. Louis, he taught school
a year in that city, and another year was employed
as a teacher in Texas. He became a naturalized
American citizen on July 21, 1854. For one year
he was in the clothing business at St. Louis.

A practice which August Bondi began early and
kept up to the end of his days was the writing of
a diary. From this record it is possible to trace
with absolute aceuracy his varied relationship with
many important affairs and events. From this diary
it is learned that he arrived in Kansas May 26, 1855.
He was from the first an intense anti-slavery partisan.
From St. Louis he had gone up the river on the
steamer Polar Star to Kansas City, which point
he reached April 2, and on April 4 he arrived at
Lawrence. After two weeks at Lawrence he made
a trip through the eastern section to acquaint him-
self with affajrs on the border. “With a partner he.
squatted on a claim on the Mosquito branch of the
Pottawatomie in Franklin County. There in the fall
of 1855 he became acquainted with John Brown. He
opened a general store at Lawrence, and that was
one of the first places of business there.
it until 1856. ‘

After the burning of Lawrence he joined the com-
pany of John Brown, Jr. When this foree dishanded
he joined John Brown, Sr., and took part in the
engagement at Black Jack, and was with Brown in
his different raids along the bordér until the final

After a few months of"

. birthplace in Vienna.

He kept

KANSAS AND KANSANS

fight at Ossawatomie in September, 1856. During
the border warfare his own property was destroyed by
Quantrell’s men, and some years later the Federal
Government allowed him $1,000 in damages.

In February, 1857, he laid out the Town of Greeley
in Anderson County and was appointed postmaster
in the same year, holding the office just a year. From
that time to the outbreak of the Civil war he kept
the underground railway station at Greeley. In 1858
he was appointed enrolling officer for Kansas Terri-
tory for the Eighth Brigade in Anderson County.

On April 29, 1861, he took the oath of allegiance
and on December 23, 1861, enlisted in Company K
of the Fifth Kansas Cavalry, and during his service
of three years was present in nearly all the engage-
ments in which the regiment took part. In 1862
he became commissary sergeant and later first serg-
eant. Several times he was wounded, and on Sep-
tember 14, 1864, sustained-a grave injury and was
made prisoner by the Confederates mear Pine Bluff,
Arkansas, and was left for dead on the battlefield.
On November 10, 1864, he was discharged at Leaven-
worth. . '

For a short time Mr. Bondi econducted a grocery
store at Leavenworth, but in 1866 located at Salina,
where he also opened a store. From the first he -
was closely indentified with the public life of the
town. and county. He served as probate judge of
Saline County from 1876 to 1878 was register clerk
in the United States Land Office in 1879, was also
police judge and in 1880 was member of the com-
mission to appraise the old Fort Harker Military
Reservation. In 1884 he was appointed a member
of the State Board of Trustees of Charitable Institu-
tions. He held many other offices. For three years
during President Cleveland’s last term he was post-
master of Salina. In 1896 he was admitted to the
practice of law. He was an active member and con-
tributor to the Kansas State Historical Society, and
his thorough scholarship made his recollections espe-
cially available for historical material. "He was a
thirty-second degree Mason, belonged to the Inde-
pendent Order of Odd Fellows and the Benevolent
and Protective Order of Elks.

In 1898 Mr. Bondi went baeck to revisit his old
‘While visiting the German
consul in the city of St. Louis he fell dead on the
street September 30, 1907. .

On June 28, 1860, at Fort Leavenworth, Kansas,
August Bondi married Miss Henrietta Einstein. She
was born in Germany October 15; 1833, a daughter
of Israel and Sophia (Kettner) Einstein. Mrs. Bondi
died at oalina August 24, 1900. The fruit of their
union were ten children, eight daughters and two
sons. Rosa R., born -April 28, 1861, married Jacob
Bower on June 28, 1884, and they now live at Mat-

. toon, Illinois, their four children being Sarah, Ethel,

‘Albert and Jules. Helene, the second child, was born
November 27, 1865, and died August 27, 1866. Ella,
born December 14, 1866, was married January 15,
1893, to Frank Schuloff, and they reside at Mattoon,
Tllinois, and have a child Florence. TIsidore Israel,.
born April 29, 1868,.was married July 26, 1911, to
Tennie Suzak, and he has had three children, Helen,
August Mendle, and Caroline Martha, the last being
deceased. Emma, born December 17, 1869, married
January 5, 1898, Leo Sinn, and they reside at Ke-
wanee, Illinois. Minnie Esther, born February 22,
1871, was married January 22, 1896, to Sigmond
Stiefel. Mr. Stiefel was born January 17, 1871, in
Germany, and for many years was the »'leadmg dry
goods merchant at Salina, where he died January

19, 1911. He wa$ an active member of Saling Lodge
No. 718, Benevolent and Protective Order of Hlks.
Mrs. Stiefel whose home is at 441 South Santa Fe
Avenue in Salina, has two children, Henrietta Bondi,
born October 27, 1900, and Benedict Frankl, born
August 15, 1903, Hart Emanuel, the next child
younger than Mrs, Stiefel, was born March 5, 1873, was
married July 21,1905, to Miss Cora Strouse, and their -
two children are Henrietta Carrol and Leon August.
Lillian, born October 8, 1874, married January 24,
1904, Adolph Hess. Lydia, born July 16, 1876, was
married August 22, 1905, to Julius Cohn, and they
have one ehild, Joseph Bondi. Josephine Sophia, born
Tebruary 23, 1879, married Jume 1, 1912, Isidore
Vehon, and they live at Salina.
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